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The Importance of  LIFE Groups 

The first thing that should be examined is the Biblical 
precedent for Christians meeting in small groups in homes.    
In their book, Comeback Churches: How 300 Churches 
Turned Around and Yours Can, Too, Ed Stetzer and Mike 
5ƻŘǎƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
large and small gatherings of people.  Both were instru-
ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  
 

!ǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ !Ŏǘǎ нΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴπ
ued to meet together in the Temple courts.  They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sin-
ŎŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦέ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
large gathering place available, they did not restrict their 
meetings to the courts of the temple.  They also met to-
gether and broke bread in their homes.  
 

¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ рΥпн ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ ά5ŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ 
courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ  bƻǘƛŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ άŦǊƻƳ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜέ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
evangelistic activity.   
 

¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ нлΥнл ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L 
have not hesitated to preach anything that would be help-
ful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to 
ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
the Ephesian church and he affirms that he had taught 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ άƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ 
 

It is clear from the Scriptures that 
the early church not only met col-
lectively in large groups, but also 
separately in small groups.  One can 
be most certain that there is biblical 
authority for congregations meet-
ing in homes in small groups.  To 
God be the glory!   

 

Bobby Boaldin 
WindSong Church of Christ 
Little Rock 

Your elders, LIFE Group leaders, 
and I have been making plans to 
reorganize the LIFE Groups for 
this fall.  We plan to kick off our 
new LIFE Groups on September 
12th.  Sign-up sheets for these 
new groups will be in the foyer 
beginning next Sunday.   
 

Your leaders are committed to following Scripture.  We 
honor the Bible and believe it is the inspired Word of 
God.  We seek to find a Biblical precedent for all that we 
teach and do.  Once again, we want to assure you that 
having small groups  is a Biblical concept.  We found the 
article on  the right and are printing a portion of it for 
your encouragement.   

Lƴ ƻǳǊ [LC9 DǊƻǳǇǎ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
leaders here want you to have the tools you need to grow 
as a Christian.  We have found that people grow through 
having strong relationships with other Christians.  The 
construction of a new church building requires money.  
The construction of new relationships requires time.  
Both efforts are worth the trouble.  By attending LIFE 
DǊƻǳǇǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 
 

               Dan 

Our new LIFE 

Groups begin 

September 12th.  
 

Sign-up sheets 

will be in the 

foyer next week. 

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

The Pitman for Lunch Bunch LIFE Group will continue.   

Please sign up to bring food for the picnic next Sunday at Alcyon Lake Park.  Note changes on p. 3. Meat will be provided.   



From Danielôs Den 

p 2  

Whether you are a runner of marathons or simply a popcorn-eating admirer as I am, you will be 
able to understand these two concepts.  A tailwind helps runners run faster.  If the wind is blowing 
ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƛƳŜΦ   ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΦ   IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴ ŀ 
loop course, the wind will hit you from different directions at different times of the race; and the 
runner must make mental adjustments in the middle of the race to stay on pace. 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άSTOPΣέ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƛƴ 
the midst of busy-ness. Busy-ness affect us like the winds affect a runner on a looped course. It 
comes from different directions and at different times during our walks with Christ. One barrier to 
intimacy with God is our bodies, the flesh, and its sinful desires. This aspect of our lives has to be 
confronted with the help of the Holy Spirit on a daily basis if we hope to grow in intimacy with God.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ άǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  
 

One of our biggest barriers to intimacy with God is controlling our flesh, our sinful nature.  The sin-
ful nature wants what it wants! Paul describes the battle this way in Galatians 5:16-мтΥ  ά{ƻ L ǎŀȅΣ 
live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature de-
sires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 
ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦέ 
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ннΣ нлмлΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
ǎǳōǘƭŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŦƭŜǎƘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΚέ  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛŦΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƭŜǎƘΥ  ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƛǘΦέ ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ  

 

Busy-ness has a way of creating in us a sense of entitlement which is very attractive to the flesh. Is it any wonder that Jesus 
ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥ офΣ ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŦƛƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƭƻǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎŀƪŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦέ 5ŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ self 
for the sake of Jesus Christ puts us on the path to intimacy with God. God is holy, holy, holy! Therefore, we must approach 
ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƭŜŀƴΚ  мΦ tǊŀȅ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ нΦ wŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
²ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ нΦ vǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  WƻƘƴ  мрΥо ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ         The Busch Speaks!  Derrick      

 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Hey, Dad, this Saturday will you bring your son to something he will re-
member the rest of his life?  Join a group of men on Saturday, Sept. 4th at 
8:00 AM at the new property. 
 

άtǊŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦΦΦtǊŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƻƴ-time...Pray in the evening...Pray 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗέ 
 

Those are the words of the song that I remember singing as a child.  Not 
bad advice, eh? 
 

I have never prayed more or longer for anything than I have prayed for 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
she had cancer).  For five years I have prayed for our expansion process.  
hǳǊ άwŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ hǳǘ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘέ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
private prayer.  I have grown in my faith. 

 

The week-end ahead just ahead is a time set aside for prayer.  Your elders, Steve and I are in-
viting all the men and young men of our church to gather at our new building site for a time of 
prayer.  We will divide into five groups, and each group will pray over a different section of the 
building.   
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƎΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŜƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƎΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ǿƛƴƎΧΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛƴƎΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ 
 

God is definitely in control of our building process and we will all meet at one time and one 
place to praise Him for all He has done so far; and to seek His continued blessings.  Do not miss 
this time of focused, life-changing prayer.  God urges us to call upon Him, come to Him and 
pray to Him.  Furthermore, He promises that when we do that with all our hearts He will hear 
us (Jer. 29:11-13).     

        Dan the Praying Preacherman 

Derrick Busch 
Summer Visitation  

Minister 

 

The Busch Speaks:  



 
 
   
  

  

  

 

p 3  

This summer Kathy Ashton, RN, PhD, made her ninth trip 
to Peru to offer medical assistance.  Kathy joins the Latin 
American Missions (LAM) team, an arm of the Forrest 
Park Church of Christ in 
Valdosta, Georgia.  This 
organization has been 
serving the people of 
Central and South Amer-
ica for over forty years.   
 

We are publishing 
YŀǘƘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
as an addendum to this 
issue of the Proclaimer 
at www.coChrist.org.   If 
you do not have a com-
puter and would like a 
hard copy to read, 
please see Dottie.   

One of our families has of-
fered to provide the ham-
burgers, hot dogs, buns, and 
cheese for our picnic next 
Sunday!  We thank Todd and 
Jana Walker for simplifying 
our picnic.   
 

If you have attended one of 
the picnics this summer, you 
have realized how much we 
miss having a church kitchen!  
The need to keep food chilled 
in our cars in the summer 
heat while we worship inside 
has forced us to become crea-
tive.  This is just one more 

reason why we will be glad to 
have a church home again.   

 

In that regards, Cindy Holden sent us this note:  There 
is a signςup sheet for all side dishes TODAY at the ta-
ble next to Dottie in the school lobby. We ask that a 
few families sign up to bring some veggie and fruit 
trays.  Any food is welcomeτbut foods containing 
mayonnaise are not recommended. 
 
 

DATE:  Sunday, September 5 
LOCATION: Alcyon Lake Park, W. Holly Ave. Pitman 
²I!¢Ω{ twh±L595Υ aŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƴǎΣ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ 
drinks, and ice.   
FOOD TO BRING:  Side dishes to share.   
STUFF TO BRING: Lawn chairs, fishing equipment, 
footballs, Frisbees, Wiffle ball, etc.  
59{{9w¢{Υ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ 
wives.  

   

Carnival Next Sunday at PHSCarnival Next Sunday at PHSCarnival Next Sunday at PHS   

The church office 
received a charm-
ing hand-made 
thank-you note 
from students in 
China.  Normally 
we would post this 
on our bulletin 
boardsτbut since 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
at the moment and 
we really wanted 
you to see this, we 
scanned it in. 
 

The inscription on 
the inside reads, 
άThank you for 
helping to bring the 
Gospel of Jesus to 
China!  Thank you 
for everything you 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ   

 

The note was mailed, of course, by Gary and Signa 
Cook.  Signa, please give your students our love!   

   

Do NOT Bring Meat to PicnicDo NOT Bring Meat to PicnicDo NOT Bring Meat to Picnic   

Above:  Dave Perine cooking 
at Alcyon Lake last summer.   

Parking will be different next Sunday.  Every Labor Day 
week-end, Pitman hosts a family carnival here at Pitman 
High School.  The parking lot across from the front en-
trance of PHS will be filled with rides and concession 
stands.  Therefore, you will need to park in these areas 
next Sunday:  
  

§ In the parking lot by the auditorium entrance 
§ On surrounding streets 

 

As always, please leave the handicapped spaces for our 
members who use walkers and wheelchairs.    

   

Note from Students in ChinaNote from Students in ChinaNote from Students in China   

   

Medical Mission to PeruMedical Mission to PeruMedical Mission to Peru   


