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Baptism and Faith 

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

There is much discussion and conten-
tion with the Protestant churches over 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇπ
tive plan (if there is even a place at all).   
 

A little background history will help 
those of us in the churches of Christ to 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ άtǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘƛǎƳΩǎέ 
mindset.  The Reformation Movement 
(begun by Martin Luther) in the early 
1500s reversed a lot of thinking and 
prior teaching of the Catholic Church. 
One such teaching was that in the act 
of baptism a person meritoriously 
gained favor with God.  The Protestant 
reformed church turned that teaching 
around 180 degreesτteaching that 
since baptism is a work of man (in the 
Catholic view), it was not required at 
all for salvation. 
 

As is often true, in a desire to react 
against and correct the erroneous 
teaching of the Catholic church, they went too far (from 
one extreme to the other).  And so, today, five hundred 
years later, many Protestant churches still teach that bap-
tism is not necessary for salvation, that it is only an act of 
obedience.  However, most who hold this position no 
longer even remember that their view of Scripture came 
into being as a reaction against the teaching of the Catho-
lic Church (and that is not a good foundation).   
 

In their thinking, if baptism is a work of man (as the Catho-
ƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ άƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΤέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜπ
fore it cannot be a requirement of salvation, because 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘέ όDŀƭΦ 

нΥмсύΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ  
What if baptism (as taught in the New 
Testament) is a act of faith (and not a 
work of man as the Catholic Church 
ǘŀǳƎƘǘύΚ  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ 
conversation?  Indeed it would. 
 

And that is precisely what we in the 
churches of Christ teach, based pri-
ƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ нΥмнΥ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
been buried with Him (Jesus Christ) in 
baptism and raised with Him through 
your faith in the power of God, who 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ IƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘέ όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ 
added).  This verse quite clearly 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ άŦŀƛǘƘέ 
in the power of God (His resurrection 
power, no less).   
 

So the Catholics took one extreme 
view, the Protestants took the oppo-
site, we seek the median and let 
Scripture speak for itself. 

 

In fact, someone once asked Martin Luther if baptism 
ǿŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Iƛǎ ǊŜǇƭȅΥ  άAny work of God 
ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ άŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΤ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳπ
nately, his followers got it wrong. 
 

Baptism is an act of faithτtherefore it is essential for 
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  άDƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ό/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ 
нΥмоύΦ  aŀȅ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ   
 

With love, Richard Counts 
Hemet, CA 

Picnic for the Youngs Next Sunday 

Craig, Katie, Emilie, and Esther will be here 
next Sunday to give us their yearly report 
about their work in Marseilles.   They will also 
ōŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΥ  YŀǘƛŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ 
Frank and Sara Rhodes, and her sister, Diana 
Hutchinson, as well as Garth, Sarah, Lucas, and 
Claire.   
 

The Coopers are hosting a picnic next Sunday 
immediately after our worship service for the 
Young family.  The Coopers will provide the 
meat and buns; you are asked to bring side 
dishes, chips, drinks, and desserts.    



From Danielôs Den 
P a g e  2  

SC  

Last week I was walking down the hallway of a local nursing home and was (apparently) 
recognized by an older lady in a wheel chair not quite ten yards away.  Once she caught my 
eye, she quickly began motoring toward me with a toothless smile and an announcing 
ǾƻƛŎŜΣ άLǘΩǎ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΗ  {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΗέ 

 

²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛƴƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƳŜΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ōǳǘ 
ς άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛǊƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚέ 
 

{ƘŜ ƎƭŜŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƴƻŘŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άȅŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊǊƛƭȅ ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ 
on down the hall.   The entire event took less than a minute but my nine-day contemplation 
has yielded the following truths: 
 

1. I look like Santa Clause (SC).  There is no doubt about it.   Plus, I was carrying a sack of 
goodies to one of the residents! 
2. I may look like SC, but I assure you ς LΩƳ ƴƻǘ {/Η  LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ bh¢ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
100% accurate.  Dental records, fingerprints, and DNA can prove my identity. 
оΦ aȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ό{/ύΦ   IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ά{/έ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏƻƛƴπ
cidental in this matter.  My parents live in Nebraska (NE), not the North Pole (NP). 
 

This experience has led me to think more about when neighbors and strangers observe me, 
what do they see?  Who do they think I look / act like?  More importantly, do I leave behind the fingerprint of Jesus 
ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ L ƎƻΧǘƘŜ Spirit-living and Christ-ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΚ  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ {/ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΗ 
 

άbƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ    
ƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ό!Ŏǘǎ пΥмоύΦέ   

           God is good!  Mr. Steve 

 The Bottom Line  
 

!ǘ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘǿƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŘƛπ
ƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŎƻƳπ
pany designs systems that use solar panels and wind turbines to reduce 
electric bills.  Of course we are keenly interested in reducing our electric 
bills. The bottom line is we want to minimize our electric energy costs 
when we get into our new building 
 

So we sat through this tedious meeting, listening to technological termi-
nology that none of us fully understood, learning about countless state and federal regulations.  
After we had struggled to understand the technology, we were informed that the regulations 
ŦƻǊ άŦƻǊ-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ άƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŘƛŦŦŜǊΣ ŀǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
new construction verses existing buildings. It was sensory overload! 
 

The bottom line is that we just wanted answers for these questions:  What is this system going 
ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ǎŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǇŀȅōŀŎƪ ǘƛƳŜΚέ  .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
did get a conclusive answer to these questions!  Maybe we will later.  
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōƻƛƭ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǎȅΦ 
 

DŜƴŜǎƛǎ рлΥнл ǉǳƻǘŜǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŀŎπ
ŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bottom line:  Joseph went through a touch of 
hell on earth, but God used that for the saving of many lives.  Do you ever feel like you are going through hell on earth?  
The bottom line ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
bottom line that counts!            Dan the Preacherman 

 

T h e  F r o n t  P o r c h  

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 



 
 
   
  

  

  

 

P a g e  3  

From the beginning of our expansion process, we have repeat-
edly stated that this process is more about building a people of 
faith than building a building.  I can attest to the fact that my 
ŦŀƛǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  DƻŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǳƴπ
fortunate economic recession and turned it into a blessing. Be-
cause of the recession, bankers and builders negotiated lower 
fees.  Only God can make blessings come out of hardships!  
 

The elders announced last Sunday that August 16th is the tenta-
tive closing date set for the sale of our building.  Our buyers are 
working diligently to expedite this process.  Please pray for this 
closing to occur as scheduled.  We need the income from this 
property to continue with our building process.   God will pro-
ǾƛŘŜΗ ά{ǘŜǇ ōȅ ǎǘŜǇΣ IŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƳŜΦΦΦΦέ   5ŀƴ 

Baby Shower for Libby 

OMISSIONS FROM OUR NEW 
PHONING CARDS.   We acciden-
tally  omitted the following 
phone numbers.  
  

Derek and Leza Davis, right:   
Cell (D) 856-625-5353. Cell (L) 
856-264-6444.  Business: (856) 
753-1000.  Please delete their 
home number if you added it.  

 

Peggy Exley Dubrink:    
856-885-6566.  

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular 
We have scheduled a bus trip for Saturday, November 20, 2010, to go to 
Radio City Music Hall in New York to see "The Christmas Spectacular."   We 
have reserved 100 seats, but 68 have been  reserved.  They are in the third 
mezzanine, because that was the only section that could accommodate 
our group.  
 

EVENT: Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, NYC 
 

DATE: Saturday, November 20, 2010 
 

COST:  $62.00, which includes the show and transportation.  Dinner is NOT 
included on this trip.  
 

OTHER COSTS:  You will pay for your own lunch and dinner. On the way 
ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ aŀǎǘƻǊƛΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ .ƻǊŘŜƴπ
town, NJ.     

SCHEDULE:  There will be approximately two and a half hours for shopping, 
sightseeing and lunch on your own in the city.    
 

PAYMENT DATE:  All money is due by October 1st.  
 

SIGN-UP: Brian Holden will have the sign-up sheet in the foyer at Pitman 
High School.  However, you don't have to wait to sign up at church.  You 
may also call Brian at 856-881-6792 or you can e-mail him at                                 
bcholden94@hotmail.com 
 

TRANSPORTATION: We have reserved two charter buses. 
 

PS. All tickets for The Psalms of David have been sold.   Only 32 tickets are still available.  

EVENT: We are hosting a Baby Shower Brunch in honor of 
Mandy, Maggie, and Libby Mansdoerfer. 
 

WHEN: Saturday, August 21, 2010, at 11:00 am 
 

WHERE:  Home of Linda Krinks at 332 Gosling Way, Glass-
boro, NJ  
 

WHAT ABOUT GIFTS:  Bring your signed greeting card, 
money for the Money Tree, and something for Maggie, the 
big sister. 
 

WHAT FOOD CAN I BRING?  Ask Carla Darunday. 
 

²I!¢ LC L /!bΩ¢ .9 ¢I9w9Κ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ tŀǘǘƛ 
Sikes, Carla Darunday, Casey Buchanan, Jennifer Holland, or 
Linda Krinks by Wednesday, August 18th. 
 

RSVP:   Please RSVP to the church office by Sunday, August 
15th.  

Calling Cards 

Tentative Closing Date is August 16th  


