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¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

In 1992, when Governor Kirk 
Fordice stated unreservedly, 
ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣέ 
the response bordered on  hys-
teria.   
 

But before thatτCongress de-
ŎƭŀǊŜŘ мфуо ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ά¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ 
the Word of God, has made a 
unique contribution in shaping 
the U.S. as a distinctive and 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
inspired concepts of civil govern-
ment that are contained in our 

Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 
¦Φ{Φέ  όtǳōƭƛŎ [ŀǿ фт-280, Stat. 1211, approved 
10/4/1982.)  
 

But before thatτFormer Chief Justice Earl Warren said in 
1954 that the history of our country and the documents/
charter exhibit the same objective:  
ά! /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ ōȅ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΧΦέ 
 

But before thatτAbraham Lin-
coln, April 3, 1863, appointed a 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Cŀǎǘ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ άLǘ 
is the duty of nations as well as 
men to own their dependence 
upon the overruling power of God, 
to confess their sins and transgres-
sions in humble sorrow yet with 
assured hope that genuine repen-
tance will lead to mercy and par-
don, and to recognize the sublime 
truth announced in the Holy Scrip-

tures and proven by all history:  
that nations only are blessed 
ǿƘƻǎŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ  
 

But before thatτGeorge Wash-
ington said on October 3, 1789:  
άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
acknowledge the providence of 
Almighty God, to obey His will, 
to be grateful for His benefits, 
and humbly implore His protec-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǾƻǊΦέ   
 

But before thatτThe Mayflower 
/ƻƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ мснл ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
DƻŘέ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ !ƳŜƴΦΦΦōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
God...have undertaken for the glory of God and advance-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ  
 

But before thatτCalvin wrote to the king of France in 
мросΣ άbƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ Iƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƳ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƛƴƎƭȅ ǊǳƭŜ ōǳǘ ōǊƛπ

gandage [oppression].  Further-
more, he is deceived who looks 
for enduring prosperity in his 
kingdom when it is not ruled by 
DƻŘΩǎ ǎŎŜǇǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ Iƛǎ Iƻƭȅ 
Word; for the heavenly oracle 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƘπ
ecy fails the people are scattered 
όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ нфΥмуύ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƛŜΦέ 
 

But long before thatτPsalm 
ооΥмн ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
 

Article from the Hemet Church of 
Christ, Hemet, CA 

Deacon Jonathan Steward Resigns 

(Continued on page 4.) 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I am writing this letter to, regretfully, resign from my posi-
tion as a deacon of the congregation.  I am embarrassed by 
my inability to dedicate the time that this position demands, 
and that the congregation deserves, and feel that it is unfair 
to my fellow deacons to continue in this role.  I think it best 
that I not do the job at all, rather than do it halfway like I 
have been recently. 
 

My position with D. Q. was geographically eliminated, along 
with 15 other positions, in January as part of a corporate 
restructuring.  Thankfully, my company was able to offer me 
another position just a short time later, albeit at a lower sal-
ary, so my unemployment, unlike so many others, was short-
lived.  However, this position has required significantly more 
car travel and overnights, which has resulted in greater 



From Danielôs Den 
P a g e  2  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ 
meaning, ending in true discipleship, and 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΣ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘǊǳŜ 

meaning:  
 

άL ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  {ƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦΩ  !ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ 
ƛǘ ǘƻƻ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǘƛƭƛǘȅΦ  L ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ΨLǘ ƛǎ 
ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΣΩ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŀŎπ
ŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘΚΩ  L ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
stimulate my body with wine while my mind 
ǿŀǎ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƛǎŜƭȅΧ L ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
male and female singers and the pleasures of 
men τ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎǳōƛƴŜǎΧ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ 
desired I did not refuse them. I did not with-
ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΧ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘ 
all was vanity and striving after wind and 
there was no profit under the sun (Ecclesiastes 
2:1-ммύΦέ  
 

Lƴ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŘŜ CƻǳŎŀǳƭŘΩǎ άtǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ !ōŀƴπ
ŘƻƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ [ŜŜ /Φ /ŀƳǇΩǎ 
ōƻƻƪΣ άaŜǊŜ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΥ wŀŘƛŎŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛπ
ŀƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻǳǎ ²ƻǊƭŘΦέ 

Prayer of Abandonment 
By Charles de Foucauld 

 

άaȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
I abandon myself to you. 

Make of me what you will. 
Whatever you make of me, I thank you. 

I am ready for everything 
I accept everything. 

Provided that your will be done in me, 
In all your creatures, 

I desire nothing else, Lord. 
I put my soul in your hands, 

I give it to you, Lord, 
With all the love in my heart, 

Because I love you, 
And because it is for me a need of love 

To give myself, 
To put myself in your hands unreservedly, 

With infinite trust. 
CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΗέ 

 

ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
matter: Fear God, and keep His command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man 
ό9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ мнΥмоύΦέ   
           God is good.  Mr. Steve 

Nine Men Praying!  
 

wƛŎƘ wƛƴƴŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ƭŀǎǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ фΥпр ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά5ŀƴΣ ǿƘȅ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ 
ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ  Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ Ϸо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΚ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ǳǊŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

What a HUGE blessing!  We arrived; and after a brief tour, we all circled 
ǳǇ ƛƴ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƴƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ 
across the building site, but there was a circle of nine men from our 
church praying, right in the middle of the work day.  Rich and Nick are on 
site nearly every day, and they were there. Then there were our electri-

cians, Carl Steiner, Marlon Bunbridge and Bud Britton, who were stringing electrical wires; and 
they, too, paused to pray.  Then Ray Wilson, Bob Manfre and Steve and I showed up, ready for 
our regular Tuesday morning prayer time.  It was a pretty amazing sight to see...nine men pray-
ing on a construction site.  Thank you God. 
 

The scripture that came to my mind was James 5:16-муΦ  άTherefore confess you sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is pow-
erful and effective.  Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and 
it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 
ǊŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŎǊƻǇǎΦέ 
 

Prayer changes thingsτand it changes people, and it changes the future.  I pray because God 
listens and He cares.  I pray because I believe prayer still can open the heavens, even after 3 ½ 
years of drought. I pray because I believe that God is ultimately in control, and He is waiting to 
hear from me.  
 

I thank God for our prayerful construction workers.                         Dan the Praying Preacherman 

 

The Front Porch  

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Rich said, òDan, 

why donõt you 

bring the guys 

from prayer time 

out to the new 

building to pray 

today?ó   

Mere Discipleship II  

òI did not with-

hold my heart 

from any pleas-

ureéand behold, 

all was vanity...ò 
 

Eccl. 2:10-11 



 
 
   
  

  

  

 

Itõs Harder Than I Expected 
Pitman High School is an outstanding facility.  It is 
modern and beautiful and has the parking and 
restroom facilities we need.  We are very grateful 
for the large auditorium (right).  God has blessed 
us richly!   
 

I normally like change and adventure, so I en-
tered our first Sunday at PHS with eagerness.  It 
would be great! The greeters at the door were 
friendly and upbeat.  But by the end of our first 
worship service, I felt empty.  I was NOT HAPPY.   
 

I did not know why.  Eventually, I figured it out:  
No one was in the RIGHT SPOT.  People were not 
sitting where they are supposed to be sitting.  
And when I looked for certain people, I COULD 
NOT FIND THEM. For twenty-five years, I have 
known where to look for all of you.  I unexpect-
edly felt disconnected, undone.    
 

I wondered if I was the only oneτso I began ask-
ing some of the people around me, wherever I 
was, how they were doing with the transition.  It 
turns out that I am not the only one who is NOT 
HAPPY.   
 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ  άL Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ  
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΦέ  άL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ άL ŦŜƭǘ 
ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦέ  άL ŎŀƴΩǘ 
find people, and even when I do see them, I can-
ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ άaȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƴŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
Munchkin Ministry where we can visit between 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦέ  ά¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 
ά{ƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
note of those who are missing; and we are having 
ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦέ  ά9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǊǳǎƘŜŘΦέ  ό²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 
quickly so our paid-by-the-hour custodian can 
vacuum.)  
 

I want to end by saying something positive.  I am         
very grateful to the people who found us places 
to assemble.  The facilities we are using are top 
notch.  I have no doubt that God provided them 
for us in answer to our fervent prayers. 

Cooks Next Sunday 

 
 

But these facilities do not feel like home.  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ 
 

Something else positive:  I have felt better each Sunday.  I have felt 
ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦέ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜ ŀǘ tI{ 
next Sunday.  I will be the one wearing a smile!    Katherine   

P a g e  3  

Chris and Ashley Corey Wed 
Kathie Monica had always dreamed that her daughter, Ashley,  would attend 
IŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƳŀƴΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ !ǎƘƭŜȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
Lee Smith, became ill, Ashley decided she could not be that far from her fam-
ily.  She decided to stay close to home and attend Rowan.  
 

One Sunday morning, when Ashley was waiting for her parents to pick her up 
at Rowan and take her to worship services, a young man on campus asked,   
ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ  ²ƘŜƴ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ  IŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
and has never stopped.  
 

And that is how they met.  During their wedding ceremony on July 16, Chris 
revealed that on that day, the first time he saw Ashley, he felt butterflies in 
his stomach.  (We can see why.) We wiped tears.  
 

Chris is a sixth grade teacher in Cherry Hill and Ashley is a second grade 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ aǳƭƭƛŎŀ IƛƭƭΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ !ǎƘƭŜȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
their little black suits and fancy dresses and had their picture taken with the 
bride.  We wiped tears again.   
  
The Coreys will be living in Washington Twp.  Chris and Ashley, we look for-
ward to many fellowship times in your beautiful new home!  

John and Kathy Ashton are host-
ing a cookout for Gary and Signa 
Cook next Sunday at 1:00.  
Kathy asks that each family bring 
enough hamburgers, hotdogs 
and rolls for their own family, 
plus a side dish.   She also asks 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ ǿƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
dessert.  The Ashtons are pro-
viding paper products and 
drinks.   
 
Kathy will be working at camp 
with Aaron this week, so you 

may not be able to  reach her.   Gary and Signa Cook 


