
I n s i d e  S t o r y  H e a d l i n e  

July 18, 2010 Volume 26, Issue 28 

 
 

 

Church of Christ 
 

PO Box  205 
 

856 -589 -1500  
       

www.coChrist.org  

Why Is Forgiveness So Hard?  
By John Smith 

άLŦ L ǎǇŜŀƪΣ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎǎǳŀƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ L ŦƻǊōŜŀǊΣ Ƙƻǿ 
much of it leaves me? Surely now, God has worn me out; 
he has made desolate all my company, and he has shriv-
ŜƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǳǇΦέ  Job 16:7 
  

 Bill Odell (he pronounced it `O-dell because he was 
from Arkansas; I always said o-`DELL), was a very sick man 
when I met him. His wife, Hazel, and their daughter, Linda, 
were faithful members of the congregation in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan where I preached. Bill didn't attend 
ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IŜ ƘŀŘΣ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƴƻǘ 
only gone, but been heavily involved. A few years before I 
came he had been involved in a heated dissension with a 
couple of brothers who still attended, and he had never 
gone again. 
 ¢ƘŜ hΩŘŜƭƭΩǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀǊƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
of town and Judi and I were regular visitors there. When I 
first met him he seemed jovial, personable, and reason-
able in every way except one. At the slightest mention of 
the congregation he would withdraw, become bitter, cyni-
cal and negative. As his physical condition worsened, this 
tendency increased with every visit. 
 The day came when he finally went to the hospital for 
what appeared to be the last time. The cancer was raging 
unchecked through his stomach and vital organs. He was a mere shadow of himself, shriveled, emaciated. His busi-

ness was a shambles, his friends were estranged, and a 
disease, far worse than cancer, was eating at his soul and 
destroying   the only  sustaining  strength a  person  has in  
those hours. 
 I visited him often, read the Bible to him, prayed with 
him, sat long hours in silence hoping he would speak. It 
was on his mind. It never left him. It was on the edge of 
every word. It tormented him - but his selfish pride was 
greater than his need. 
 On Saturday night, July 22, 1965, I stayed very late. 
The end was near and he seemed anxious for me to be 
there. The doctors had given him pain killers but he 
fought against sleep, fearing, I know, that he might not 
awake. His eyes stared intently from two dark holes horri-
bly recessed in his head. About two or three a.m., I told 
him I had to leave. He nodded, and made a motion that I 
should pray. Six-thirty found me there again. He had not 
slept. 
 His breathing was labored and talking required con-
centrated exertion. Just as I was going to leave for the 
assembly, he beckoned for me to lean over him. My ear 
was almost touching his lips - ά¢Ŝƭƭ bŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ WΦ±Φ ǘƘŀǘ LϥƳ 
sorry. I was wrong and I want to be right, with them, and 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ  
 On his face, there was a single tear. If every salty drop 
in the Pacific Ocean was a tear, there would not be more 
precious than that  penitent tear that  fell from the cheek  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Teens Serve Pitman  
From the back, their green T-ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ άIŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘτSo 
ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘΗέ   hǳǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
last week.  Did you notice the parking lot here at PHS?  
They painted 56 yellow stops as well as the blue handi-
capped signs.  Tim coordinated their efforts through the 
mayor, the Pitman council, and the Pitman Board of Edu-
cation.   Teens, you are AMAZING!  Thank you! 



From Danielôs Den 
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Mere Discipleship  
 

ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ-death fire insurance, nor is it even an offer of 
merely personal peace and serenity in the here and now.  More, the gospel invites us 
to participate in the kingdom of God, that long-awaited rule of God, in which the re-
bellion, with its corollaries of lust and violence and greed and self-seeking, is undone.  

The gospel invites us to follow in the way of Jesus who embodies for us the way of the 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ  (Mere Discipleship: Radical Christianity in a Rebellious World, by Lee C. 
Camp.) 
 

The gospel invited our teens this past week to follow in the way of Jesus, and they fol-
lowed!  I love Tim and Melody Davis!  I love their ideas of teaching, working alongside 
and effectively mentoring our young people to embody the reign of God in love and ser-
vice!   
 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀǾƛǎŜǎ άŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘέ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-day mission 
trips within our surrounding area.  Our youth had no idea what each day held until it 
unfolded before them.  On Wednesday they painted curbs, parking lines, and an electri-
cal box at the local Pitman High School and Middle School; on Thursday they helped 
ƳƻǾŜ ŀ ǿƛŘƻǿΩǎ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΤ ŀƴŘ 
ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ 5ŜǊŜƪ ŀƴŘ [ŜȊŀ 5ŀǾƛǎΩ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ   
 

²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нлΥнуύΣέ IŜ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΗ   ά.ǳǘ ǎŜŜƪ ŦƛǊǎǘ Iƛǎ 
basileian (rule/reign) and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you 
όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥооύΦέ 
WAY TO GO TEENS!   MERE DISCIPLESHIP looks really good on you!     
DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΗ  Mr. Steve 

Church Finances  

The Good,  the Bad, and the Ugly  
 

Our church's new fiscal year began on July 1.  Although I cannot give 
you the exact numbers for our July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 budget,  I 
can tell you that the elders do not plan to increase our expenditures in 
most categories.   We will be able to meet our budget needs this coming 
year if each of us makes only a modest increase in our giving.    

 The Good!  On December 31, 2010, we completed our three-year 
"Reaching Out in Faith" campaign and our people generously gave over 
$1,000,000 during that campaign toward the purchase of our new build-
ing.  That is outstanding!     

The Bad!  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ϷуΣуфл ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ.  For the first six months of the last fiscal 
year (July 1, 2009 to Dec. 31, 2009) we only averaged $7,850 per week.  During the second six 
months (Jan. 1, 2010-June 30, 2010) we averaged $8,458τwhich is better, but still $450 per 
week below budget.  We ended the fiscal year significantly under budget,   But, we ended the 
fiscal year better than we started it, so that is very encouraging!   

 

The Ugly!  There is really nothing ugly, but we did not meet our budget last year.  For the fis-
cal year we averaged $8,154 per week, when our budget called for a weekly giving of $8,890.  
While we did not meet our budget last fiscal year we ended it much better than we started it. 
 

More Good!  Finally, more good.  We paid all of our bills on time.  Our missionaries received their monthly checks on 
time, every month.  Our deacons made the necessary cuts in their individual budgets to keep our spending in line 
with our income.  So, God has provided even during these tough economic times.  Dave Perine, our deacon over Fi-
nance and Budget has done an awesome job of keeping us financially sound.  God gets all the glory.   

Now What? We do need to increase our weekly giving for this fiscal year.  We typically start the summer months be-
low budget due to vacations and traveling, but we would like for this year to be different.  For now we know that 
there will not be an increase in our budget, and it is looking like we may even be able to slightly decrease the budget 
(maybe by 1% or so); but we want to see if we can average last year's budget of $8,890.  So, if you have not increased 
your giving lately, might this be the time?  When you are away on vacation, remember that all of the regular church 
expenses continue during the summer monthsτand sometime even increase during the summer monthsτ so leave 
your contributions when you leave on vacation, or make up your contributions as soon as you return home.  If all 
goes as planned, Dave will present the 2010-2011 fiscal year budget next month. 
                                God loves a cheerful giver! Dan 

The Front Porch  

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank 
you, for all the wonderful 
things you have done for our 
family because of our recent 
experiences.  From the lowest 
moments of despair to the 
heights of joy inexpressible, 
you were there with us and 
for us when we all needed 
you so much! 
 

You were the ears that heard 
our cries to pray and plead to 
God our Father to spare and 
rescue Kristy's life, and your 
voices were the sounds He heard.  It is because of His great mercy 
and His miraculous healing touch that she's still with us today!  He 
answered all our prayers.  Thank you! 
 

You were the comfort of God's embrace by your presence and car-
ing for us while we waited together through the hours of our cri-
ses.  Thank you! 
 

You were the hands and feet of Christ doing all the things we could 
not think about or do for ourselves during this time.  Thank you so 
much! 
 

These words can't begin to express the love and gratitude we feel 
in our hearts and minds towards you all.  The Holy Spirit brought 
the following Psalm to our attention and of course, it was just the 
right one to close with. 
 

 "But as for me (us), I am (we are) like a green olive tree in the 
house of God;  I (we) trust in the lovingkindness of God forever 
and ever.  I (We) will give You thanks forever, because YOU 
HAVE DONE IT, and I (we) will wait on Your name, for It IS 
GOOD, in the presence of Your godly ones."   Psalms 52:8-9 

 

     May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble and may He 
grant you your heart's desires as well! 
 

                                                                          Love in Christ, 
                                                                          Bill and Noreen Wills 

Radio City Christmas Spectacular 

Thank You from Wills 

We have scheduled a bus trip for Saturday, November 20, 2010, to go to 
Radio City Music Hall in New York to see "The Christmas Spectacular."   I 
have reserved 100 seats.  They are in the third mezzanine, because that 
was the only section that could accommodate our group.  
 

EVENT: Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, NYC 
 

DATE: Saturday, November 20, 2010 
 

COST:  $62.00, which includes the show and transportation.  Dinner is NOT 
included on this trip.  
 

OTHER COSTS:  You will pay for your own lunch and dinner. On the way 
ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ aŀǎǘƻǊƛΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ .ƻǊŘŜƴπ
town, NJ.     

SCHEDULE:  There will be approximately two and a half hours for shopping, 
sightseeing and lunch on your own in the city.    
 

PAYMENT DATE:  All money is due by October 1st.  
 

SIGN-UP: Brian Holden will have the sign-up sheet in the foyer at Pitman 
High School.  However, you don't have to wait to sign up at church.  You 
may also call Brian at 856-881-6792 or you can e-mail him at                                 
bcholden94@hotmail.com 
 

TRANSPORTATION: We have reserved two charter buses. 
PS. All tickets for The Psalms of David have been sold.   

Blood Drives  
Our last blood drive had 35 
productive donors. (I can't 
say how many "units" be-
cause some people gave 
double).  Here are some 
stats for all of our blood 
drives: 
  
Number of Drives Held: 19 
Total Donations: 753 
Average Goal per Drive: 
43.11 
Average Donations per 
Drive:  39.63 
Our most successful drive 
produced 63 donations.   
  
²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƭƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
in our new building.  However, many people can 
give every fifty-six days.  Not everyone is 
healthy enough to do it more than twice a year, 
but a lot of people are able and don't realize that 
they can.   So I want to encourage our people to 
donate to the following drives in the Pitman 
area.  
 

August 13, 2010 @ 9:00 AM 
3:00 PM Pitman Manor 

535 N. Oak Avenue, Main Room,  
Pitman, NJ, 08071 

 

August 16, 2010, 2:00 PM-8:00 PM  
St. James Lutheran Church, Main Room 

400 Columbia Avenue 
Pitman, NJ, 08071 

 

August 20, 2010,  
1:00 PM-7:00 PM 

American Red Cross  
3 Parke Place Boulevard 

Gloucester County Chapter 
Training Room 

Sewell, NJ, 08080 

Jennifer Holland 
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Date Event Contact/Location 

August 1 Gary Cook Preaches 
Picnic Following 

tƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǘ !ǎƘǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǘ bƻƻƴ 
Contact John and Kathy re: food 

August 1 Graduation Party for 
Erin McBride 

Melody Davis 
aŎ.ǊƛŘŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ нǇ 

August 15 Craig Young Preaches 
Picnic Following 

tƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ bƻƻƴ 
Contact Dan and Katherine re: food 

September 10-11 Women of Faith  Janet Betts; Wachovia Center, PHL 

September 25 Bus Trip 
Psalms of David  

Brian Holden; Lancaster, PA 

October 1-2 aŀƴŀǘŀǿƴȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ Becky Fortunato  

November 20 Radio City Music Hall, NYC 
Christmas Spectacular 

Brian Holden 
100 tickets available 

December 11 Feeding the Hungry Mike Lazar; Trenton, NJ 

   

   

   

   

   

C a m p  A w a r d s  
 

S e n i o r  H i g h  I I  

Our missionaries 

are coming!  Cooks 

on August 1; Youngs 

on August 15.  You 

may visit with them 

at the picnics!  

Date Event More Info  

July 18th Swim Party IŀƭŜΩǎ 

July 25 No  LIFE Group Teens at Camp 

   

J u l y  T e e n  C a l e n d a r   

Krysten Brier was awarded 
Best Bible Student during 
Senior High Week II.   The 
theme of the week was 
ά¢ƘŜ bŀǊǊƻǿ tŀǘƘΦέ   
 

Each lesson was built on 
Matthew 7:13-14: "Enter by 
the narrow gate. For the 
gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruc-
tion, and those who enter by 
it are many. For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and those 
ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿΦά 
 

Krysten, we admire you for 
your diligence and commit-
ƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΗ 
 

Brandon Holmes, left, won 
the award of BEST MALE 
ATHLETE.  Good going, 
Brandon!   
 

These teenagers bring 
honor to their families.  

F o r g i v e n e s s  
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of Bill Odell. I went directly to the assembly and of course, I 
was glad to make the announcement, and of course, there 
were many tears and much rejoicing. The two men went di-
rectly to the hospital - but Bill was gone.  Gone! 
 Bill was the perfect example of a man like Job, whom God 
had worn out with suffering. Why did he wait so long? Only his 
stubborn pride kept him from the joy and affirmation of fellow-
ship for all those years. Bill missed a hundred potlucks, a thou-
sand hymns of praise, five hundred hopeful remembrances of 
our precious Lord's sufferings and glorious resurrection. He 
missed ten thousand laughs and the pleasure of genuine good 
will from those who shared his faith, his struggle and his hope.  
 And it was so easy. He was gladly forgiven. No one wished 
to carry the burden of those wrongs. How grateful - happy 
they were to be released. What a joy it would have been could 
they have embraced and loved each other like God meant for 
it to be. 
 If God had not worn him out with suffering, his stubborn, 
selfish pride would have taken him to eternal condemnation 
where he would have suffered the loss of those things forever.  
        How much is your pride worth? What does God have to 
do to wear you out?               
        John Smith 
 

Editors Note:  John Smith is one of my favorite Christian au-
thors.  Why is forgiveness so hard?  See Matthew 6:14-15.  
                      Dan Cooper 


