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Steve Will Speak for Family Camp  

Bibles Are Buried at 500 Pitman Rd.  

What does the Bible mean to you?  For some, it is an 
antiquated but curious historical work.  Some see it 
as a collection of fables suitable only for children.  
Some see the Bible as an irrelevant work of fiction 
that teaches myths and suppresses freedom.   
 

The members of the Pitman Church of Christ believe 
the Bible to be the Word of God.  We believe it is a 
historical document that not only reveals the cul-
tures of other times, but also reveals to us how God 
works in the lives of people.  As we read it, we see  
how God has worked in history, how He changes 
lives, how He answers prayer, and how He systemati-
cally set a plan in motion to save us from ourselves.  
 

And we need saving!  Left to ourselves, we would be 
wandering aimlessly through life, trying to determine 
the meaning of our existence and the purpose of our 
challenges.  In the Bible we have found the answers 
ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΤ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƻ IƛƳΤ ǘƘŀǘ 
God loves us; and that Jesus provides the way for us 
to live in fellowship with God, both now and forever. 
 

To us, the Bible is more than a decoration for the 
coffee table in the living room. It is the foundation of 
our faith.  And now it is a literal part of the founda-
tion of our new church building.   

WHAT: Family Camp at Camp Manatawny 
 

WHEN: May 28-31, 2010 (Memorial Day Weekend) 
  

PURPOSE: Family Camp is designed for all families.  It 
is a perfect opportunity to intro-
duce young children to the 
camping experience with Mom 
and Dad at their side.  If you 
want to get closer to your family 
and closer to God, this is the 
place to be!  
 

WHO ATTENDS FROM PITMAN?  
The Rinne family will be attend-
ing again this year.  
 

SPEAKERΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ 
our own Steve Sikes.  His theme 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƛǎ άIƻǿ DƻŘ   
5ƻŜǎ CŀƳƛƭȅΦ ά  

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

ACTIVITIES: Activities in-
clude horseback riding, 
rifling, crafts, canoeing, 
hay rides and swimming.  
There will also be group 
devotional times, camp-
fires, and time to relax.  
 

COST: There is a $30 fee 
per family plus meal costs, 
which are calculated at $5 
per person.  Children un-
der five eat free.   
 

REGISTRATION: Registra-
tion forms are available 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  Dƻ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ǿŜōπ
site, look for the Programs 
section in the middle,  and 
click on FAMILY CAMP.   

Dan collected Bibles in five languages and inserted them into a 
PVC pipe, which Nick Contravo then sealed. Nick buried the wa-
terproof pipe on Wednesday immediately before the concrete 
slab was poured. Read more in CǊƻƳ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ 5Ŝƴ on page 2. 

Steve Sikes will be the 

speaker for Family Camp at 

Camp Manatawny, Memorial 

Day Weekend, May 28-31.  
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P a g e  2  

The sons of 

Issachar were  

ò... men who 

understood the 

times, with 

knowledge of 

what Israel 

should doéó 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

 

 

Buried in the Foundation!  

 
¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ΦΦΦ ά¢ƘŜ .-I-B-L-9Σ ¸9{Σ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
book for me, I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-9Φέ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 
is still foundational.  This past Wednesday we buried five Bibles under the slab that will 
be beneath our new pulpit on 500 Pitman Road.   
 

¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜǎ ǿŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ άǘƛƳŜ ŎŀǇǎǳƭŜέ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ French (in honor of the Hutchinsons 
and Youngs), in Chinese (in honor of Tom and Vanessa Adams and Gary and Signa Cook), 
in Kiswahili, the primary language of Tanzania (honoring Ken Upchurch and Cy Stafford), 
in Spanish (honoring John Reimels and our work among the Spanish-speaking population 
of South Jersey and in Central America); and in English, symbolizing the commitment 
Steve and I have to teach and preach the word throughout all of South Jersey. 
 

Your elders, Steve, and I are committed to making the Bible foundational for all that hap-
pens on that beautiful property.  Burying those Bibles in five different languages is sym-
bolic of two things:  1) We will stand firm on the Word of God.  2) We will spread that 
word of God around the world.   
 

At the very foundation of everything that happens on 500 Pitman Road is the Bible.  
ά¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  L ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ .-I-B-L-9Ηέ   
 

                    Dan the Preacherman    

The Front Porch  

Understanding the Times: The Sons of Issachar  
 

Have you ever prayed to be like a son of Issachar?  I have. 
 

LǎǎŀŎƘŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ WŀŎƻōΤ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ [ŜŀƘΦ  Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ LǎǎŀŎƘŀǊΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ м /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ 
12:32 ς  άhŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ LǎǎŀŎƘŀǊΣ ƳŜƴ who understood the times, with knowledge 
of what Israel should do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their kinsmen were 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦέ 
 

²ƻǿΗ  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΚ  LΩǾŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ 
ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŘƻΦέ 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES: As a church family we are embarking on a time of 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΗ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
next six to eight months (who knows where) until our new building is completed.  
Times of transition and uncertainty require intentional decisions of connectivity and 
oneness. 
 

KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT TO DO: Soon and very soon, we will be leaving this building!  
Planning, organizing, pre-packing, etc. is already underway.  (Please read the article 
on page 3 about some major curriculum changes.)  
 

Please continue to pray for our oneness and humility of spirit during this very impor-
ǘŀƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ  L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛŦȅ ǳǎΣ ƳƻƭŘ ǳǎΣ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǳǎΣ 
and develop us even more into His army BEFORE we reach 500 N. Pitman Road!  Be 
prepared for the testing and the blessings!! 
 
        GOD IS GOOD!  Mr. Steve 
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Office Space  

Rented  

Lynn Sbaraglia, 
Melva Toy, and Jerri 
Manfre began pack-
ing up the library on 
Thursday.  They 
have two requests 
for you:  
 

1. Please bring in 
empty boxes, as 
many as possible.   
 

2. Please return any 
library books that 
you may have at 
home. 
 

GOOD NEWS: Doro-
thy Seitz, Jerri Man-
fre, and Lynne 
Sbaraglia  have of-
fered to maintain 
the library in our 
new building.  They 
hope to make the 
library a more use-
ful tool for all of us.  

Jerri, Melva, and Lynne ask these 
two things:  1. Please bring in as 
many boxes as you can.  2. Please 
return all library books ASAP.  

Last Wednesday evening, Mike Grove and Barbara 
Britton met with our elders to discuss their findings 
about rental places available for both our office and 
worship needs. We are pleased to announce that 
we have signed a lease for office space at 152 
Broadway in downtown Pitman. The rental is lo-
ŎŀǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ όƴƻǊǘƘύ ƻŦ aŜǊǊƛǘǘΩǎ 
Flower Shop.  

 

Our lease allows 
us to begin mov-
ing our office 
supplies anytime 
after June 1; and 
we have leased 
this space until 
the end of De-
cember.   
 

The office staff 
looks forward to 
welcoming you 
to our new 
home!  
 

Now we just 
have to pack 
ǳǇΧΦ 

Our offices will be located at 152 S. 
Broadway in downtown Pitman, July 
through December.  The Curriculum Planning Committee and the elders have 

been discussing the best way to continue our Bible 
classes as we transition from this building to a rented 
facility.  During this process, the buyers of our current 
building asked a favor.  They have asked if they could 
begin painting the Wisteria House ten days before they 
actually own it so that their rabbis can move in immedi-
ately after closing.  Our elders have graciously granted 
this request.   
 

This means that the Wisteria House will not be available 
for our use after June 20.  To accommodate this and all 
other upcoming changes, our elders and committee 
members have made the following plans for our classes.  
Teachers, please take note. 
 

1. Our present Spring Quarter classes will not conclude 
at the end of May, but will 
continue through most of 
the month of June.   
 

2. Beginning Wednesday, 
June 23 and Sunday, June 
27, our adult classes will be 
combined into one audito-
rium class.   This will con-
tinue until we move into 
our new building.  
 

3. The last classes in the 
Wisteria House will be held on Sunday, June 20.   Our 
teens will begin meeting in the Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday, June 23.   
 

4. Our elementary classes will also undergo some class-
room modifications, which are still to be determined.   
 

We need to prepare for our move from the building. 
This is  a HUGE task, and we are asking all members to 
participate in some way.  
 

Please sign up on the list in the foyer for the room 
(or rooms) that you are willing to pack up. The sign-up 
sheet will list all of the rooms that need to be packed. 
Brian Holden will contact every one who signs up. Re-

member, you can 
sign up as a LIFE 
Group team or as 
an individual. 
 

We need all LIFE 
Groups to be in-
volved. The pack-
ing can start now 
and we will set a 
date when every-
thing will be 
transported to 
the trailers.  

 

Itôs Time to Pack! 

Brian & Brian  

OUR PACKING COORDINATORS: Left: 
Brian Holden.  Right:  Brian Mansdoerfer. 

Packing  

The Library  

Teens will be leaving the 
 Wisteria House June 20. 

 Changes In Our  

Bible Classes  
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FROM THE ELDERS:  The flooding in Nashville is the 
worst that has been seen in hundreds of years.  Many 
of our members have relatives who have been af-
fected.  Darren Fields has family there, as do the 
Monaghans, the Krinks, the Thompsons, and the 
Ringlers.  The residents of Nashville (from churches 
to the musical stars) have responded to the devasta-
tion in a generous and magnificent way.  However, 
the needs are still great.   
 

Last Wednesday night, the elders agreed that we 
should give our members the opportunity to make a 
contribution for Nashville Flood Relief.    If your heart 
is moved to make a special donation to help with the 
relief efforts there, please make your check payable 
to the Pitman Church of Christ and add Nashville Re-
lief to the memo section.  
 

The church office received the email below.  Erin is 
married to Jason Monaghan, who grew up in this 
congregation.  

Dear Family and Friends, 
 

The news media may or may not have covered this in 
your area; we're experiencing a lack of national media 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
people to spread the word and help our neighbors to 
receive the help they so desperately need. 
 

CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Wŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
had nothing happen to us or our property. We were 
trapped in the neighborhood for a few days, but oth-
erwise are completely fine. Yea!  We irrationally feel 
guilty that we escaped all harm and have no repairs to 
concern ourselves with. However, this does free us to 
help our friends and neighbors, so in that we are 

grateful to be so blessed. 
 

The weekend of May 1-3, middle Tennessee and par-
ticularly the Nashville area received an incredible 2-day 
long rainstorm (upwards of 13" of rain) that has now 
been named 'The 500-Year Flood.' Rivers and streams 
overflowed stories high, flooding downtown on both 
ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘŀƴΩǎ 
stadium, the symphony center, the Grand Ole Opry, 
and the Opryland hotel. 
 

While this is devastating to the economy of Nashville, 
the bigger tragedy is in the homes of so many people 
that have completely lost their livelihood. Waters 
reached rooftops and covered vehicles in several 
neighborhoods. Hundreds are without power, water, 
clothes and homes suitable to live in. Most do not have 
flood insurance as they weren't considered to be in a 
flood zone, and therefore were not offered the insur-
ance to help cover this disaster. 
 

The electric company and the water company have 
both been under water and experienced damage. As a 
result, the water reserves here in town are on emer-
gency levels. Metro schools have been closed due to 
water damage as well. Not everyone can afford a hotel 
and many have resorted to camping on their lawns. 
Yards are filled with belongings, memories, and pieces 
of homes, piled as high as the rooftops. Some are so 
ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
keys back to the bank and just calling it a wash. 
 

FEMA is offering help, churches are stepping in, and 
many country music stars are donating their personal 
funds to help with the relief. Restaurants have been 
donating food all week in stations throughout the 
neighborhoods, so at least most people are able to get 
enough to eat. It has been a great sight to see the 
amount of volunteers flow in and get their hands dirty - 
we've had to pull out soaking wet carpet, drywall, insu-
lation, HVAC  systems, subfloors, etc.... down to the 
bare frames of these houses. And we haven't even 
touched the outsides yet. 
 

Many lives have been lost. Several are still missing. I 
wanted to share this for information's sake. If you feel 
ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƻǊ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
way. This isn't an email purposed to raise funds or any-
ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ Řƻ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
be paying for their repairs out of pocket, including re-
building homes and refilling them with beds, clothes, 
appliances, etc. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ 
to say. From drywall, mattresses, clean clothes and sil-
verware to electricians, contractors and generators.... 
ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
gift cards are probably your best bet. Wal-Mart, Home 
Depot, etc. 
 

Most of all, please pray for everyone here that has 
been affected. 
 

     Erin Monaghan 
 

Erin, we thank you for this heart-felt message.   

Email from  

Erin in Nashville  

 

Donations for Nashville  


