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Today we have the opportunity to do 
something to help the children who 
were orphaned after the Haiti Earth-
quake on January 12th.   
 

The picture on the right was taken by 
Kristy Romeo, whom this church sent to 
Haiti following the earthquake.  As you 
Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƭŜƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƳπ
putated  at the knee.   
 

We do not know if this little girl is an or-
phan or not; but we do know that thou-
sands of children like her have lost, not 
only a leg or an arm,  but also both their 
parents.  They need our help. 
 

Your designated contributions today will 

be sent to hǊǇƘŀƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜΣ an 
organization directed by members of the 
churches of Christ; and churches of Christ 
all across the nation are giving with us.   
Please write your check to the Pitman 
Church of Christ ǿƛǘƘ άhǊǇƘŀƴΩǎ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜέ 
written in the memo section.   

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

We Can Help Her Walk Again  

 

The big crane  below arrived last Monday to begin installing 
the high cross beams.  Work progressed quickly, despite sev-
eral rain showers; and by Thursday the building had begun to 

dominate the landscape.  In fact, as we 
approached the property from the side, 
we realized that the new building  
ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΦ   
 

Did you know that the Apostle Peter 
uses an analogy to compare the church 
ǘƻ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΚ  Lƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥнл-21, Peter  
ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƪ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜτ
Noah and his familyτabove a sinful 
world and carried them to safety.  Peter 
says that our baptism is like the Flood: it 

washes us clean and separates us from the 
world.  And the implication is that the 
church is like the ark:  it is the place where 
people are saved. 
 

We, of course, remember that the church is 
the people, not our new building on Pitman 
Rd.  However, there is comforting symbol-
ism in the shape of this building.  We want 
ǘƻ ōŜ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
where people flee for refuge and comfort.  
We want to be the place where people are 
saved.  
 

Bring your friend to the ark next Sunday! 

 

We want to be 

Noahõs Ark.  We 

want to be the 

place where 

people are 

saved.  



From Danielôs Den 
P a g e  2  

My dad is not a 

sole specialist, 

but in my book ð 

he is definitely a 

soul specialist!   

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

My sermon title this 

coming Sunday is 

òFriend, I Have to 

Tell you: You and I 

Have Something in 

Common.ó 

 

 

Buying A House  
 

Our youngest daughter, Rachel, is searching the market to purchase her first house.  
!ƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 5ŀŘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǎǘ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎΗ  Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ 
section is coded!  Ron Walters helped me understand the codes below.  
 

If the ad says άǉǳŀƛƴǘΣέ it really means άƻƭŘΣ ǊŜŀƭ ƻƭŘΦέ 
If the ad says άŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣέ it means άŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦέ 
If the ad says άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭŜŘΣέ it means άǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘΦέ 
If the ad says άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΣέ it means άōǳƛƭǘ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘΦέ 
If the ad says άƴŜŀǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΣέ it means άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ƘȅŘǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦέ 

If the ad says άŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΣέ it means άōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 
If the ad says άȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΣέ it means άȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘΦέ 
If the ad says άƳǳǎǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣέ then it means άƳǳǎǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ  Caveat 
ŜƳǇǘƻǊέτά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳȅŜǊ ōŜǿŀǊŜΦέ 

 

Thankfully, the gospel was not written in code.  Jesus, our perfect model, plainly 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ IŜ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ  Lƴ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
 

Sunday after Sunday, Steve and I try to take the mystery out of the Bible and make it 
ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ  LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  aȅ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛǎ άFriend, I Have to Tell you: You and I Have Something in Com-
ƳƻƴΦέ 
 

Bring A Friend and an Open Heart,  Dan 

The Front Porch  

SOLE TO SOUL  
 

When I was a sophomore in high school, I remember going to the doctor with a sole 
problem.  I had stepped on a toothpick that had been caught in the carpet as I was 
running barefoot from the bathroom to my bedroom.  Being one of 13 kids, I can ver-
ƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ 
or dentist we encountered.   
 

As usual, Dad sterilized his Old Timer knife and went to work on my foot to extract 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻǘƘǇƛŎƪΦ  !ǘ ƭŀǎǘΣ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΣ 5ŀŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ Ŧƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚΗέ 
 

/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘƻƻǘƘǇƛŎƪ ƛƴ Ƴȅ Ŧƻƻǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƻ 5ŀŘΩǎ 
podiatry surgery without a license.  I was on crutches for several weeks after that in-
cident and have since married, raised a family and produced my own licensed podia-
trist! 
 

Even Dad would agree that he is not a sole specialist, but in my book ς he is definitely 
a soul specialist!  Dad continues to be one of the most faithful men of God that I 
know:  married to Mom for over 61 years; father of a godly family; and spiritual fa-
ther to hundreds of needy children all over the world.  Dad and Mom ministered in 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ άƘƛǎ ƪƛŘǎΣέ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
going through! 
 

Today we celebrate Orphan Sunday (www.orphanslifeline.orgύΤ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ 
without first thanking God for my Dad, SOLE TO SOUL!   
 
I love and greatly respect you, Dad!   
        God is good.  Mr. Steve 

http://www.orphanslifeline.org


P a g e  3  

Lancaster Trip 

Is Saturday  

We love Camp Manatawny, 
and about fifty members  of 
the Pitman church work 
there each summer.  Work-
ing there is strongly encour-
agedτbut  visiting there 
during summer sessions is 
strongly discouraged. 
 

When visitors pop in during 
camp sessions, several 
things happen.  The staff is 
tempted to focus their at-
tention on you, rather than 
their assigned duties.  The 
campers are distracted and 
sometimes become a disci-
pline problem.  The cooks 
become nervous about hav-
ing enough food. The direc-
tors face a security dilemma 

because, technically, every visitor should have the 
same background check as the staff. 
 

Because of those concerns, the directors of Camp 
Manatawnyτincluding Aaron Pearl and Manny 
Vander Vennen of this churchτare asking that we 
not visit camp this summer.   If you just cannot stay 

 

No Visitors at Camp Manatawny  

Bring Your Friend 

Next Sunday  

Pitman members hard at work above, left to right: Debbie     
DeStefano, Bonnie Wilson, Barbara Britton, and Tony Brier.   
Believe it or not, working in the kitchen is fun!   

away, volunteer to serve as staff!  Aaron and Manny 
need enthusiastic staff; and if you love camp, they 
are eager to speak with you. 
 

We know you love Camp Manatawny and you want 
to serve, not be a hindrance.   Thank you for under-
standing this no-visitors policy. 

Melody Davis sells candy in   
Canteen. 

Inviting someone to attend 
church with you can be scary.  
And, honestly, it is not always 
appropriate.  How can you 
know if you should invite a 
friend to come  next Sunday? 
 

First, pray for yourself and 
your words.  God  promises to 
give you wisdom if you ask.  
James 1:5: άIf any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who 
gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him.έ   
 

Second, pray for your friends.  See if God puts anyone 
on your heart.    
 

After you have prayed, if you feel convicted that you 
should invite your friend, keep it casual and simple.  
Consider asking your friend to do you a favor by attend-
ƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
to sit alone.   
 

Third, focus on the heart of the gospel:  love.  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
stained glass windows in the darkΣ ƛŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎΦέ  Let your light shine! 

When we drove to Lancaster last December, we 
made many happy memories.  Baby Emma heard 
her first accordion player.  Jake lost a tooth.   We 
ǎŀƴƎ άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέ ǘƻ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ {ŜƛǘȊΦ  !ƴŘ ¢ŜŘ 
and Pat Schuehler navigated her wheelchair 
through it all!  Brian says to 1) arrive on time this 
Saturday and 2) let the visitors have the big bus.  
See you Saturday morning at 7:30!  


