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May 2 will be the last Bring Your Friend Day at our 
current building.  On May 2 we hope to fill our build-
ing to overflowing at both servicesτbut that will 
happen only if you invite your friends. 
 

Did you know that Anita O'Hara was first introduced 
to our church through a "Bring Your Friend Day"?
Here is how God brought Anita to us. 
 

Bert Kellum invited Anita to attend worship on Bring 
Your Friend Day in October 2001. 

However, Anita had a family 
obligation that Sunday and she 
could not make it.  She did 
promise Bert that she would 
attend worship the following 
Sunday.   
 

When Anita walked in the fol-
lowing Sunday, she said to Bert, 
άL ōŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΗέ   
 

.ŜǊǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άbƻΣ L ƪƴŜǿ 
you would be here, because 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƻƴƎΦέ   

Each time Anita came, she was 
amazed by how many of us re-
membered her name.  She fre-
quently compared us to a 
phrase in the theme song of 
ǘƘŜ ¢± ǎƘƻǿ ά/ƘŜŜǊǎέΥ 
άΦΦΦwhere everybody knows my 
nameΦέ  !ƴƛǘŀ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
following March, and she has 
been a blessing to many of us.   
 

Who is your Anita?  Who is out 
there in your circle of friends 
that needs a special invitation 
from you to discover our won-
derful church? Who else needs 
to know the love of a Savior 
and a wonderful church family?  
Who else needs Jesus to relieve their feelings of 
hopelessness and loss of purpose?   
 

Who else will invite them to church, if you don't?  
 

Begin praying about your friends and see if God puts 
someone on your heart.  You might make an eternal 
difference in their future.          Dan 

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

Bert Kellum invited Anita 
to a Bring Your Friend 

Day in 2001. 

This week, 500 Pitman Road in Mantua has been a busy place. On 
Monday and Tuesday, a steady stream of trucks delivered the steel 
beams for our new structure; and on Wednesday, workers began  
installing upright beams.  On Thursday, workers installed the first 
horizontal cross beams.  Rich Rinne hopes that by the end of next 
week, the skeleton of the entire structure will be erected.   
 

Please continue to pray for the building process, as well as the mov-
ing process. Our elders and other groups have several important de-
cisions before them; and they need our supportive prayers.  

Bring Your Friend May 2  

Steel Beams Arrive!  



From Danielôs Den 
P a g e  2  

òThereõs a 

mousetrap in the 

house!  Thereõs a 

mousetrap in the 

house!ó 

Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

Jesus has been 

watching you 

these last three 

years as you 

have sacrificed. 

Closing The Gap ---Faith in Action ! 
 

Since the beginning of this fiscal year (which began last July 1st) we have averaged 
$600 per week below our church budget of $8,890.  Still, we have been very gener-
ous!  How can both those statements be true?   
 

Although our original Reaching Out in Faith commitment was $974,000, we have 
now given $1,060,033. Amazing!   And that number continues to grow every week.   
Being $600 per week below the budget is not surprising when you factor in that we 
have given over one million dollars toward our new building during the last three 
years.  That is your faith in action!  Your giving makes me think of this incident in the 
life of Jesus:  
 

ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ watched the people  putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two 

small copper coins, which make a penny.     And he called his disciples to him and said to 
them, "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are con-
tributing to the offering box.  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out 
of her  poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on."  Mark 12:38-44 

 

I want to mention only one point from this familiar passage:  Jesus watched what 
people gave.   I assure you: Jesus has been watching you these last three years as you 
have sacrificed.  He knows the things you have done without so you could contribute 
to the future of this church body.  Whether your giving was large or small is not as 
important to Him as the love in your heart that prompted you to give it.  
 

Every week last month, our church contributions exceeded the budget.  We hope to 
continue to close the gap between the contribution given each week and the budg-
eted amount.  I am confident that we will.  If I have learned anything in the last three 
years, it is this:  God honors sacrifice.  Specifically, God will honor your sacrifice.  
           Dan 

The Front Porch  

ñPRAYER REQUESTò 
 

Did you hear the old story about the farmer bringing home a package containing a 
mousetrap?   Let me give you the short version: 
 

When a mouse discovered what was in the package, he went all about the farmyard 
ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳƻǳǎŜǘǊŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳƻǳǎŜǘǊŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΗέ 
 

The chicken, the pig and the cow all sympathized with the mouse, but said it was of 
no concern or consequence to them. 
 

That night the mousetrap went off with a loud snap!  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŜƴǘ 
to see what they had caught, she found a snake in the mousetrap and the snake bit 
her.  The farmer rushed his wife to the hospital and later brought her home with a 
fever.  Of course everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh chicken soup, so the 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǇΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘΗ 
 

But the wife did not get better and many of the neighbors came to sit with her 
around the clock.  The farmer needed to feed them, so he butchered the pig.  Later 
his wife died; and to feed all that came to her funeral,  the farmer slaughtered the 
cow. 
 

And so, the next time you hear someone is facing a problem and think it doesn't con-
cern you, remember ς when one of us is threatened, we are all at risk.  We are all 
involved in this journey called life.  We must keep an eye out for one another and 
make an extra effort to encourage one another. 
 

ά!ƴŘ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǳŦŦŜǊǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΤ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ Ƙƻƴπ
ƻǊŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΥнсύΦέ 
 

This week I set two mousetraps in the house.  Please pray for my Patti!  

        God is good.  Mr. Steve 



P a g e  3  

Dear Dan, Steve, and the Elders:   
 

     Thanks to our leadership for sponsoring our 
congregation with registration passes to at-
tend the 66th Annual Church of Christ Lecture-
ship held at the Downtown Marriott in Phila-
delphia last week.  The days were filled with 
great "gospel" preaching, fantastic singing, 
and fellowship with Christians from all across 
the country.  We enjoyed a delicious banquet 
to close out the week on Saturday evening.  
The organization committee gave a special 
"thanks" to Dan and the Pitman congregation 
for providing van shuttle service from the air-
port to the hotel as well. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

With Gratitude and Love,  
Lucy Fair and Cordelia Holmes 

 

We also received a note from Brother and Sis-
ter Rupert of the Central Church of Christ in 
Baltimore, thanking us for providing the shut-
tle service to and from the airport for atten-
ŘŜŜǎΦ  άaŀȅ DƻŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴπ
ƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  

 

Philadelphia Lectureship Report  

McBrides at 

Harding  

 

Photo courtesy of Bobby Ross of The Christian Chronicle. Bobby stayed at the 
/ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎƘƛǇΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ 
wrote the affirming article about the Pitman church last year.  Thank you, Bobby! 

Letters to God is now showing in 
our area, and we thought you 
would want to know about this 
faith-building movie.  
 

Based on a true story, it is openly 
Christian in its perspective.   It was 
produced by the same company 
that filmed Fireproof, which the 
Pitman church  showed for our 
community in 2009.   
 

Synopsis: Eight-year-old Tyler Doherty struggles daily with cancer.  
To cope, he writes letters to God, which his postman intercepts 
and reads.   
 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ȅŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
any of our readers.   

 

Faith -Based Movie  

Dwight and Mary Lea 
Thompson travelled to 
Harding specifically to 
see Mary and Steve 
McBride in their spring 
performances.  Mary had 
ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 
ƻŦ .ŜƛƴƎ 9ŀǊƴŜǎǘΦέ {ǘŜǾŜ 

was the only non-music major to serve as a 
Spring Sing host. (He is pre-med.)  Mary Lea 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άaŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΗέ  We 
are proud of our young   adults!   

 Photos by Mary Lea.  

DEPARTURE: Everyone going on the bus trip to see "Joseph" at 
Sight & Sound Theater on Saturday, May 1, should be at the 
church building by 7:30am.  I will hand out show tickets and Rock-
vale Square coupon booklets at the building. Please be on time; 
we will leave the church building by 7:45am.  We have a number 
of visitors going on this trip so please allow them the opportunity 
to choose riding on the bus instead of the vans.  
 

SHOPPING: Upon arrival in Lancaster County you will have a 
choice of shopping at the outlets or going to the Amish market. If 
you choose to go to the Amish market, the bus driver will give you 
a pick up time; but everyone who gets dropped off at the outlets 
must be back to the bus by 12:00 pm.  
 

THE PLAY: At noon, we will leave Rockvale Square and go to Sight 
& Sound for the 1:00 pm performance of "Joseph."  
 

SHADY MAPLE: After the show, we have dinner reservations for 
4:30 pm at the Shady Maple restaurant. We will leave Shady Ma-
ple at approximately 6:45 pm and arrive home at approximately 
8:45 pm.  
 

I'm looking forward to a great bus trip. We have eighty people 
signed up!  Thank you for your support.  Brian Holden 

Joseph on May 1st  


