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Our worship todayτlike every Sundayτwill cele-
brate Jesus.  We uphold Him as the Son of God, 
the source of our salvation.  We will have, not one 
major sermon, but four sermonettes.  
 

Our worship today will focus on these four con-
cepts:  
 

1. God Exists:  Dan Cooper 
2. The Human Condition: Steve Sikes 
3. DƻŘΩǎ wŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ !ŎǘΥ Dan Cooper 
4. Celebration: Steve Sikes 

Worship Today  

There is one  belief that sets Christians 
apart from all other religions.  It is a be-
lief that appears to be preposterous, 
outrageous, and totally absurd.  But here 
it is:  We believe that Jesus was God in 
the flesh, that He was killed, and that He 
came back to life.  Not five minutes later, 
not two hours later, but three days later.  

A man who was really, really 
dead came back to life. Those 
of us who are Christians have 
staked our lives on this belief.  
And believing this has changed 
us.  
 

Because we believe in His res-
urrection, we are not afraid of 
death.  5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΥ  
Many of us are afraid of dying; 
but we are not afraid of being 
dead.  A member of the Pitman 
church died last week.  We 
grieve because we miss her; but 
we all believe these words of 
WŜǎǳǎΥ  άI am the resurrection 
and the life; he who believes in 
ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƛŜǎΦέ  
John 11:25.   
 

Because Jesus had the power to 
come back from the grave, we 
know that He also has the 
power to forgive our sins.  We 
all carry around guilt.  We know 
that we have been rude and 
selfish and immoral.  We know 
that we have hurt others, that 
we have done things we should 
not have done.  These memo-
ries haunt us in the night. You 
and I cannot undo those sins 
any more than we can un-ring a 
bell.   

But Jesus has the power to re-
move our sins; and His forgive-
ness lifts the burden of guilt.  
IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ άTake cour-
ŀƎŜΦΦΦȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΦέ  
Matthew 9:2. 
 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
dead body into a living one, we 
believe that He 
can also change 
us.  We have 
found that chang-
ing ourselves by 
ourselves is 
pretty much im-
possible.  But by 
surrendering to 
Jesus, we have 
found the power 
to be trans-
formed.  It is a great paradox: 
when we surrender to Him, He 
shows us the way to truly be-
come ourselves.  He says it this 
way: άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ 
and the life; no one comes to 
ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŜΦέ 
John 14:6. 
 

The resurrection of Jesus is the 
most important event in his-
tory.  We have assembled to-
day to thank God for His Son, to 
worship Jesus as our Lord, and 
to encourage each other.   

O U R   

M I S S I O N  

 

¶ Love God  

¶ Love Others 

   Matthew 22:37-40 
 

 

¶ Make Disciples 

¶ Baptize Believers 

¶ Teach Obedience 

            Matthew 28:18-20  

The resur-

rection of 

Jesus is 

the most 

important 

event in  

history.   

 

Final payment for the 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ  ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ 
wives.  



From Danielôs Den 
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Dan Cooper,  
aka 

ά5ŀƴΣ 5ŀƴΣ  
ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ aŀƴέ 

Dr. Steve Sikes 
ŀƪŀ άaǊΦ {ǘŜǾŜέ 

Satan is intent 

on destroying 

marriage.   

 

60 Years Together: -Lee and Alma Cooper  
 

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мтΣ мфрлΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎπ
ǘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфплΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ hǘǘǳƳǿŀΣ LƻǿŀΦ  L ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ 
months later. 
 

They celebrated their 60th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ 
two boys and two girls.  All four of their children and their four spouses are gathering in 
Florida to celebrate with them this week.  Sixty years as husband and wife...that is some-
thing to celebrate! 
 

Some marriages do make it over the long haul.  Frank and Sarah Rhodes just celebrated 
their 50th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΦ  YǊƛǎǘȅ wƻƳŜƻΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƳŜƭƭŀ wƻƳŜƻΣ recently 
celebrated their 70th anniversary (then, sadly, Granddad Romeo passed and was buried last 
Thursday). 
 

The best marriages are a spiritual, emotional and physical union.  However, a marriage can 
make it even when all three of those bonds are not perfectly blended.  Successful marriages 
honor God.  Marriage is His idea, from the very beginning of time...His plan was one man 
and one woman for life. 
 

Satan is intent on destroying marriage.  God is intent on helping you achieve a maximum 
marriage.  From my perspective, there are two indispensible ingredients for a long and suc-
cessful marriage:   An unselfish spirit in each partner and a personal commitment from each 
partner.          

       Celebrating 60 Years of Marriage, Dan 

The Front Porch  

ñGLAD YOU SEEò 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƧƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
άŀƴ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȅŜέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ά!b 9¸9 Chw !b 9¸9ΗέΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
resurrection ς ŜƛǘƘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǿƴΚ  
 

When I was growing up, my mother told me about an aristocratic group of priests in the Bible 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {!55¦/99{ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ  ά{ǘŜǾƛŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
in angels or in the resurrection of the dead ς you, too, would be {!5ΧΦ ¸h¦ {99Ηέ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
remembered her play on words, but never more than this week as I re-ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
sermon found in Acts 3:12-26. 
 

tŜǘŜǊ ƻǇŜƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΩ ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƳŀȊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  tŜǘŜǊ 
ǊŜŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƳŀȊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻΣ ά¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ LǎŀŀŎ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƻōΣ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ 
όǾŜǊǎŜ моύΦέ  άI9 L{ bh¢ ¢I9 Dh5 hC ¢I9 59!5 .¦¢ hC ¢I9 [L±LbDΗ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ ннΥонύΦέ  
 

Then in less than 15 verses, Peter unfolds the Gospel story in a very unique way.  Like a 
ƳŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƴŜǘǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎƭȅ ǿŜŀǾŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ōȅ ǇŜƴπ
ning the following ten descriptors of His Son: His servant Jesus, the Holy and Righteous One, 
the Prince of life, the One whom God raised from the dead, Jesus, His Christ, the Lord, Jesus 
the Christ, a Prophet, and His Servant!   
 

Nearing conclusion, Peter exhorts his audience, some of them Sadducees, to repent and turn 
back to God!  Why? 1) That your sins may be wiped away.  2) That times of refreshing may 
come.  3) That God may send Jesus for you!   
 

JESUS IS NOT DEAD!  JESUS IS RISEN AND LΩa D[!5ΧΦ¸h¦ {99Η  AMAZING!   
      God is good all the time!  Mr. Steve 



 

Sunday  Servants  Sing   

P a g e  3  

Erin McBride  

In Oklahoma!  

 

 

 

               
A Compliment for You ! 

 
 

I am so thankful that I found the Pitman Church.  
It is nice to be around people who are so loving  

ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΧ 
I wish all of my life was like being at my church! 

 

Jennifer Holland 

Art by Matthew  

Hernandez  

Top Finalists 
Matthew Hernandez 

5th grade 

Matthew Hernandez entered a 
world-wide competition to de-
sign a magazine cover for music 
teachers  and was chosen as a 

Top Finalist.  Last year there were over 16,000 
entries; so it is a great honor for Matthew to be 
chosen as one of the top finalists.    

Good job, Matthew!  

Oopsτ[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ Pro-
claimer published a 
mistake. We incorrectly 
identified Erin in a pho-
ǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
recognize her in cos-
tume!  Erin is pictured 
on the right.   
 

Congratulations, Erin, 
on having a major role 
in Oklahoma!  Erin  is 
as talented as Mary 
and Tim.  She plans to 
enter Harding this fall, 
so there will be three 
McBrides in Searcy!   
 

Photo by Steve Sikes 

Last Sunday, a number of 
our members sang to a 
shut-in.  It was not the first 
time they had done this, 
and it had never occurred 
to them that their pictures 
might end up in the Pro-
claimer!  But Sherri Hern-
don caught their good 
deed on film, and we 
thought their kindness 
would encourage you.  
 

If your loved one would 
enjoy a visit, ask us to sing 
to them! Harriet, Mandy and Maggie  

bring cheer to a shut-in.   
Tina, Suzanne, Mike, and Noreen  (as well as Mandy, Sherri, 

Mary Lea, and Linda P, not pictured)  served in song.  

The National Life Center in Woodbury needs volun-
teers to work in their pregnancy crisis center.  
Choose one night each week, Monday through Fri-
day, 7p-9p.  Training will be provided.  Call 856-848-
1819 for more information.  


